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Mortar shell found Tuesday during former Camp 
Sibert Formerly Used Defense Site evaluation 
 

Gadsden, Alabama — Parsons employees under contract to the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers unearthed a non-chemical 4.2-inch mortar with explosive filler Tuesday at 

approximately 10:34 a.m. while evaluating Site 17 as part of the ongoing former Camp 

Sibert Formerly Used Defense Site cleanup.  

“The contract employees were investigating ordnance training areas of the former 

Camp Sibert. Soldiers used this area to train in the use of the conventional ordnance 

such as grenades, mortars and bazookas. These items may have been filled with high 

explosive fillers,” said Pat Robbins, chief of Mobile District public affairs. “This is 

similar to the process we used to identify the chemical training ranges.”  

The unexploded ordnance contractor personnel performed the initial identification. 

The safety plan went into effect immediately, and state and local officials were notified 

that a 4.2-inch mortar round was found.  

The round will be destroyed on site.  

“We will use engineering controls such as placing sandbags over the round to 

ensure that the blast pressure will not be felt and that fragments will not be released 

in the area,” said Robbins.  

The area will be protected with a 24-hour armed guard until the round is 

detonated.  
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