
 
 
 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers sets public meeting for Environmental 
Assessment on proposed method of controlling invasive plant species at 

Walter F. George Lake 
 

Mobile, Ala. – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will hold two meetings to seek 
public comments concerning the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the 
methods to control the spread of hydrilla verticullata, an invasive plant species, 
in Walter F. George Lake.. The Corps is proposing to release a controlled 
number of triploid (sterile) grass carp into Walter F. George Lake as one 
method to control the spread of hydrilla verticillata.   
 
The first meeting will be held on Monday, March 19, from 5 to 8 p.m. EDT at 
the Walter F. George Resource Managers Office, Fort Gaines, Ga. The second 
meeting will be on Tuesday, March 20, from 5 to 8 p.m. CDT at the Eufaula 
Community Center, Eufaula, Ala. 
 
Bill Smallwood, Walter F. George project manager, explained that despite the 
increasing use of herbicides used to control hydrilla since since it was first 
detected in the lake in 1993, hydrilla continues to spread in the lake and could 
eventually cover the lake. However, it is not possible to accurately project how 
long it would take for that level of plant growth to occur.  Nonetheless, if the 
hydrilla continues to spread across the lake, it could have an adverse impact 
on hydropower generation, industrial water intakes, water quality, fisheries, 
recreation, water sports, navigation and fish and wildlife conservation. 
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The Corps is evaluating other methods to control the spread of hydrilla besides 
herbicide applications, such as the use of sterilized triploid grass carp. This 
Asian native fish has been used in the United States for more than 30 years to 
control invasive aquatic plant growth in lakes and in ponds. The plant eating 
carp can grow up to 65 to 80 pounds and live approximately 10 years.  
 
The Corps proposes to release between 7,500 and 10,800 12-inch long triploid 
or genetically altered grass carp into the lake. These genetically altered fish are 
not capable of reproducing. Additional triploid grass carp would be released in 
7- year intervals, as needed, to continue to control the hydrilla.  
 
Public comments on the use of trploid grass carp to manage hydrilla growth in 
Walter F. George Lake will be considered by the Corps in its EA.  The EA will 
analyze the effects of releasing triploid grass carp in Walter F. George Lake as 
well as effects upstream and downstream of the lake. The EA is expected to be 
completed this summer. 
 
For additional information, contact Bill Smallwood at (229)768-2516 or 
william.l.smallwood@sam.usace.army.mil or Katie Burge at (251)694-4109 or 
talmadge.k.burge@us.army.mil). 
    
       

 -30- 
 
 

 


