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Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8801

CESAD-CM-0C

Regulation 30 March 2001
No. 1130-2-16

Project Operation
LAKE REGULATION AND COORDINATION FOR FISH
MANAGEMENT PURPOSES

Supplementation ofthis regulation is permitted.
Furnish one copy of each supplement to CESAD-CM-OC.

l. Purpose. This regulation provides policy for administration ofa water management
program to balance the multiple resource management responsibilities of water resource
projects during the fish-spawning season. This policy will establish priority for water
level management to aid fish spawning for the purpose ofmaintaining balanced fish
populations on Corps water resources projects within the South Atlantic Division. Stable
lake levels should be maintained for approximately 4 to 6 weeks each spring. Under
adverse conditions such as flood or drought, stable lake levels may not be possible. All
other management responsibilities should be scheduled outside of'the fish-spawning

window.

2. Applicability. This regulation is applicable to the following lakes in the South
Atlantic Division:

Allatoona

B. Everett Jordan
Falls

Hartwell

J. Strom Thurmond
John H. Kerr
Okatibbee

Philpott

FRmo oo ow

~ This regulafion supersedes DR 1130-2-T6, T Apnl 1993



DR 1130-2-16
30 March 2001

Richard B. Russell
Seminole
Sidney Lanier
Walter F. George

. West Point

n. W. Kerr Scott

3. References

a. Required. ER 1130-2-540, Chapter 2, Natural Resources Stewardship

b. Related. ER 1130-2-550, Chapter 3, Project Master Plans and Operational
Management Plans. EQ 12962, Recreational Fisheries, 7 June 1995

4. Responsibilities

a. District Engineer. The District Engineer is responsible for the required
coordination among Water Management Personnel and Operations Personnel in
preventing water level drawdowns during the fish Spawning season.

b. District Water Management and Operations Personnel. Water Management
Personnel will give advance notice to Operations Personnel and the District Public
Affairs Officer of any proposed water management action that may be perceived by the
public and/or other stakeholders as detrimental to fish spawning success. Operations
Personnel will immediately advise South Atlantic Division Operations Personnel and,
within 24 hours ofnotification, advise state, federal, and local fish and wildlife and
environmental groups, as applicable, ofthese proposed actions.

¢. District Public Affairs Officer. The District Public Affairs Officer will, within 24
hours ofnotification, through press releases or other necessary means advise the news
media ofspecific water management actions that are potentially detrimental to the fish
spawn. Reasons for the specific water management action should be clearly explained.

5. Procedures

a. General. ER 1130-2-540 provides guidance for programs and activities related to
environmental stewardship and the management ofnatural resources. The program
objectives include management of natural resources on Corps of Engineers administered
land and water in accordance with ecosystem management principles, to ensure their
continued availability. Stewardship through natural resources management ensures the
conservation, preservation or protection ofnatural resources for present and future
generations. Maintaining stable water levels during the spring fish-spawning season is
primarily targeted at largemouth bass. Largemouth bass are the primary predator in
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season. Iflake conditions (water clarity, etc.) allow, qualified Project Natural Resources
Management personne] or state fishery biologists may conduct visual surveys or fish
sampling to determine when spawning begins or ends.

d. Lake Level Management. Project Natural Resources Management personnel, in
cooperation with fishery personnel ofthe applicable state fishery agency, will advise
District Water Management personnel ofthe beginning and ending ofthe spawning
season. The District will have final authority in selecting an operational window to
support the largemouth bass spawn. This operational window should be timed to

coincide with the peak spawning period and should provide stable lake levels to prevent

spawning habitat.
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€. Special Management Considerations. Special management considerations may be
required to fulfill specific stewardship objectives. Each District may implement

f Exceptions

(1) An exception to lake leve] Mmanagement in paragraph 5.d. above may be made
for the John H. Kerr Reservoir during years when downstream flows are supplemented

(2) An exception to the lake level management in paragraph 5.d. above may be
made for Richard B. Russell Lake in order to maintain a minimum net head of 145 feet to
provide designed hydropower capacity output.

6. Documentation. The actions required to implement this policy should be included in
the Water Control Manual and the Project's Operational Management Plan (OMP).

FOR THE COMMANDER:




