








g LaGrange

Troup County

Chamber of Cammerce

October 16, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns

District Commander

US Army Engineer District, Mobile
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628-0001

Dear Col. Jorns:

Recently Dr. Carol Couch of GA EPD made a request to 3!0111‘ command that minimum flows on
the Chattahoochee River as measured at Peachtree Creek should be reduced from 750 CFS to
650 CFS during the winter months to provide additional storage at Lake Lanier. Dr. Couch’s
goal is worthy and important and the restoration of elevations at Lake Lanier is critical b the
entire ACF basin. It is also critical that other resources in the basin not be compromised to
support such an adjustment.

As you know, the West Point Lake project has been stressed many years with low lake elevations

and water quality issues. Most recently T was shocked when the City of LaGrange shared with
me that they had observed possible Water Quality (WQ) standard violations for Total Nitrogen in

"~ the north end of West Point Lake. They have shared that data with your staff and GA EPD.

While we support the state’s efforts to work to restore Lake Lanier, any compromise of WQ
standards at the West Point project is unacceptable. We have been exploring the problem and
believe there is a solution that would allow for flow reductions while achieving better water
quality and provide for more storage in the northern two lakes of the ACF system with water that
is so desperately needed during the drought. ,'
Our consulting environmental engineers and scientists studying West Point Lake recently offered
these comments and observations:

“1) We have observed numerous recent violations of the Nitrogen Water Quality Standard at
West Point Lake. The City of LaGrange's testing efforts indicate the nitrogen standard of 4.0
mg/l was violated on four separate occasions at the Franklin sampling location and two occasions
at the north intake location during the months of July, August, and September. Testing indicated
total nitrogen levels of up to 4.6 mg/l at the Franklin location and up to 4.8 mg/l at the north
intake sampling location. Given that these nitrogen levels far exceed both recent EPD sampling
results and every historical sampling effort we could locate on record at the EPD office of
Watershed Protection, we believe these concentrations are reason for significant concern. Many



of the sampling efforts and studies we have reviewed were completed at times when the health of
West Point Lake was in a highly eutrophic state and water quality standards were in the process
of being developed, during these studies total nitrogen levels rarely exceeded 2.5 mg/l.”

“7) Due to the fact that we are observing elevated nutrient concentrations in West Point Lake, we
feel it is even more important to maintain high water levels over the coming months. A
significant volume of water is required to help dilute high nutrient inflows and sustain primary
productivity in the lake. Primary productivity is also critical to maintain so that nutrients in the
reservoir continue to be consumed. Primary productivity and algal growth will increase with lake
volume and surface area that is exposed to sunlight. It is paramount to control nitrogen and other
nutrient levels in the reservoir to’a manageable concentration during the cooler seasons, so that
eutrophication does not become even more of a problem with elevated temperatures, longer
hours of sunlight, and lower lake levels that are typical of the region’s warmer seasons. We have
been monitoring algal species composition and diatoms have been the dominant algal group in
the lake. If nutrient tvels increase, with low water levels and higher temperature there is a
potential for a significant change in algal species composition from diatoms to toxin-producing
blue-green algae, ”

As you can see, we think there is a solution here that has many multifaceted benefits for the
basin and for all stakeholders. Maintaining an elevation of not less than 633 msl in West Point
Lake during the winter, instead of drawing the lake down, makes sense and represents a solution.
Sustaining this elevation assures good water quality in West Point Lake, complies with
mandatory standards, and provides more s{orage of water in the northern projects of the basin, as
is desperately needed to meet the environmental, municipal, industrial, economical, and
recreational demands for the coming year.

Our community extends its gratitude to Dr. Couch and her staff for working so closely with us in
the exploration of the concerns related to the proposed change and the issues of water quality at
West Point. We appreciate her suggestion and her recognition of the impacts at West Point Lake.
All local stakeholders and I stand ready to work with you as you review this request. We hope
you will give favorable consideration to Dr. Couch’s request and our proposed additional
suggestion.

Please contact me at (706) 884-3232 should you wish to follow up with any additional discussion
on this matter.

Sincerely,

L/qﬂ/ DBrown

Jeff Brown, Chairman
West Point Lake Advisory Council

Cc: Dr Carol Couch, GA EPD



Tim Cash, GA EPD

Mayor Jeff Lukken, City of LaGrange

Dick Timmerberg, West Point Lake Coalition
Sen. Johnny Isakson

Sen. Saxby Chambliss

Rep. Lynn Westmoreland

Ga Rep. Randy Nix

Troup Co. Commission

LaGrange City Council
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QOctober 15, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns

District Commander

US Army Engineer District, Mobile
P.O.Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628-0001

Dear Col. Jorns:

Recently Dr. Carol Couch of GA EPD made a request to your command that minimum
flows on the Chattahoochee River as measured at Peachtree Creek should be reduced
from 750 CFS to 650 CFS during the winter months to provide additional storage at Lake
Lanier. Dr. Couch’s goal is worthy and important and the restoration of elevations at
Lake Lanier is critical to the entire ACF basin. It is also critical that other resources in the
basin not be compromised to support such an adjustment.

As you know, the West Point Lake project has been stressed many years with low lake
elevations and water quality issues. Most recently I was shocked when my staff shared
with me that they had observed possible Water Quality (WQ) standard violations for
Total Nitrogen in the north end of West Point Lake. They have shared that data with your
staff and GA EPD.

While we support the state’s efforts to work to restore Lake Lanier, any compromise of
WQ standards at the West Point project is unacceptable. We have been exploring the
problem and believe there is a solution that would allow for flow reductions while
achieving better water quality and provide for more storage in the northern 2 lakes of the
ACF system with water that is so desperately needed during the drought.

Our consuliing environmental engineers and scientists studying West Point Lake
recently offered these comments and observations:

“l) We have observed numerous recent violations of the Nitrogen Water Quality
Standard at West Point Lake. The City of LaGrange's testing efforts indicate the nitrogen
standard of 4.0 mg/l was violated on four separate occasions at the Franklin Sampling
Location and two occasions at the North Intake Location during the months of July,
August, and September. Testing indicated Total Nitrogen levels of up to 4.6 mg/l at the
Franklin location and up to 4.8 mg/l at the North Intake Sampling Location. Given that
these nitrogen levels far exceed both recent EPD sampling results and every historical
sampling effort we could locate on record at the EPD office of Watershed Protection, we
believe these concentrations are reason for significant concern. Many of the sampling
efforts and studies we have reviewed were completed at times when the health of West

CITY OF LAGRANGE
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

P O. Box 430 « LaGrange, Georgiz 30241 « (706) 883-20i0 = Fax (706) 883-2020
www.lagrange-ga.org



Point Lake was in a highly eutrophic state and Water Quality Standards were in the
Process of being developed, during these studies Total Nitrogen Levels rarely exceeded
2.5 mg/l.”

“2) Due to the fact that we are observing elevated nutrient concentrations in West Point
Lake, we feel it is even more important to maintain high water levels over the coming
months. A significant volume of water is required to help dilute high nutrient inflows and
sustain primary productivity in the lake. Primary productivity is also critical to maintain
so that nutrients in the reservoir continue to be consumed. Primary productivity and algal
growth will increase with lake volume and surface area that is exposed to sunlight. It is
paramount to control nitrogen and other nutrient levels in the reservoir to a manageable
concentration during the cooler seasons, so that eutrophication does not become even
more of a problem with elevated temperatures, longer hours of sunlight and lower lake
levels that are typical of the regions warmer seasons. We have been monitoring algal
species composition and diatoms have been the dominant algal group in the lake. If
nutrient levels increase, with low water levels and higher temperature there is a potential
for a significant change in algal species composition from diatoms to toxin producing
blue-green algae.

As you can see we think there 1s a solution here for all stakeholders that has many
multifaceted benefits for the basin. Maintaining an elevation of not less than 633 msl in
West Point Lake during the winter, instead of drawing the lake down makes sense and
represents a solution. Sustaining this elevation assures good Water Quality in West Point
Lake that complies with mandatory standards, and provides more storage of water in the
northern projects of the basin is desperately needed to meet the environmental, municipal,
industrial, economical and recreational demands for the coming year,

The City extends its gratitude to Dr. Couch and her staff for working so closely with us in
the exploration of the concerns related to the proposed change and the issues of water
quality at West Point. We appreciate her suggestion and her recognition of the impacts at
West Point Lake. My staff, local stakeholders and I stand ready to work with you as you
review this request. We hope you will give favorable consideration to Dr. Couch’s
request and our proposed additional suggestion.

Please contact Joe Maltese of my staff should you wish to follow up with any additional
discussion on this matter.

Sincerely
W, Jeff Lukken
Mayor

CITY OF LAGRANGE



c:
Dr Carol Couch, GA EPD

Tim Cash, GA EPD

Jeff Brown, West Point Lake Advisory Council
Dick Timmerberg, West Point Lake Coalition
Sen. Johnny [sakson

Sen. Saxby Chambliss

Rep. Lymm Westmoreland

Ga Rep. Randy Nix

Troup Co. Commission

LaGrange City Council
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Mike Beaudreau, District 3

October |3, 2008

Col. Byron Jorns

Commander

Mobile District Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001]

RE:  Georgia Environmental Protection Division request for reduced flow at
Peachtree Creek from 750 cfs to 650 cfs during the winter months of 2008-2009

Dear Sir: R

We strongly support the Georgia Environmental Protection Division's October [0,
2008 request to your office to reduce the releases from Lake Lanier to achieve the
minimum flow at Peachtree Creek of 650 cfs instead of 750 cfs during the winter
months of 2008-2009. As the severe drought in which we find ourselves continues, we
believe that conserving as much storage as possible in Lake Lanier to be wise, prudent
and in the best interest of all stakeholders in the ACF basin.

Our Woater Resources Department staff has reviewed the EPD submission to you
attached to Dr. Couch's October 10, 2008 letter and agrees with EPD that there is little
risk in reducing the flow from 750 cfs to 650 cfs during the winter months. As the
provider of drinking water for the health and safety of nearly 800,000 Gwinnett citizens
and businesses, we are quite mindful of the current level of Lake Lanier and are very
concerned as to where the lake levels may be during the summer and fall of 2009, As
you know, if we have to take emergency measures to lower our raw water intakes,
there will be extraordinary costs to our water customers to ensure continuous water
service which we must provide. ,

If we can assist you or your staff, please contact }im Scarbrough at 678-376-7154 or

james.scarbrough@gwinnettcoutnx.com.

Sincerely, é

Charles E. Bannister, Chairman
Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners

RE@EH VE D
lo-1$ -8 | Charles E. Bannister, Chairman = *t..«'-

0

Board of Commissioners Lorraine Green, District | /55~
Bert Nasuti, District 2 |27




District Commissioners

Jock A. Connell

Michael D. Comer

Lynn Smarr

Jim Scarbrough

Charles Krautler/ARC

Dr. Couch/EPD

General Schroedel/COE-SAD




Noel Holcomb, Commissioner Georgia Department of Natural Resources

Dan Forster, Director
Wildlife Resources Division

2070 U.S. Highway 278, S.E., Social Circle, Georgia 30025
(770) 918-6400

October 23, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns, District Commander
Department of the Army

Mobile District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 2288

Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001

Dear Colonel Jorns:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the request submitted by the Georgia Environmental
Protection Division (EPD) for reduced releases from Buford Dam. This request is in response to the
ongoing drought and is a temporary measure that would reduce target flows at Peachtree Creek to
650 cfs between 1 November 2008 and 30 April 2009.

The Georgia Wildlife Resources Division (WRD) previously identified two issues of concern
regarding this request to reduce target flows at Peachtree Creek: 1) maintenance of adequate river
flows at the intake of the Buford Trout Hatchery and 2) protection of the trout fishery downstream of
Buford Dam. EPD has carefully considered our concerns and has agreed to communicate with WRD
regarding the maintenance of adequate river elevations at the intake of Buford Hatchery. In addition,
EPD has pledged to coordinate closely with us to ensure that an adaptive management strategy is in
place by mid-March to monitor river temperatures for the protection of the significant trout fishery
downstream of Buford Dam.

Again, we appreciate the opportunity to provide input regarding the request to reduce target flows at
Peachtree Creek between 1 November 2008 and 30 April 2009. We are committed to working

closely with EPD during the proposed flow reduction period to ensure the protection of one of
Georgia’s premier trout fisheries and the hatchery operations that help support this fishery.

Sincerely,

(o oZed

Dan Forster

DF/mt




Charlie Crist

Florida Department of Goveror

Environmental Protection Jeff Kortkamp
Bob Martinez Center Lt. Governor
2600 Blair Stone Road

Michael W. Sole
Secretary

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400

October 28, 2008

Via Electronic Mail to: cesam-pd-ea@usace.arm*g.mil.

District Engineer

- US. Army Engineer District, Mobile
Post Office Box 2288

Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001

Attention: Planning and Environmental Division, Inland Environment Team

RE: State of Florida’s Comments on Proposed Reduction of Flow from Buford
Dam/Lake Lanier -

This letter responds to the Corps of E;gineers’ (“Corps”) solicitation for comment on
Georgia’s request to reduce the outflow of Buford Dam by 100 cubic feet per second
(“cfs”) to 650 cfs. The proposed duration of the deviation is unclear. Georgia's October
10, 2008 request begins by asking for a reduction “through April 30, 2009(,1” but
concludes by asking the Corps to reduce flows “beginning November 1, 2008 and
continuing through March 31, 2009.”

In keeping with its prior position,! Florida does not object to implementation of the
instant proposal, provided the measure does not encroach upon the Gulf sturgeon
spawning season and the Corps’ analysis concludes the proposal will have no impact
on flows in the Apalachicola River downstream of Woodruff Dam during the interim.2
However, we again note that Georgia and the water supply providers in metropolitan
Atlanta are best situated to conserve water in Lake Lanier. The Fish and Wildlife

1 Letter from Secretary Sole to Col. Jorns, RE State of Florida's Comments_as requested on Proposed Reduction of
Flow from Buford Dam {February 28, 2008).

2 The Corps’ analysis of Georgia’s earlier request to reduce outflows to 550 cfs during the spring of 2008
concluded: “Implementation of the recommended plan will not significantly impact the hydrology of the
Chattahoochee River, Apalachicola River and bay system, or the reservoirs.” See Environmental
Assessment Georgia Environmental Protection Division Proposal For A Tentporary Reduced Minimun Water
Quality Flow Reguirement In The Chattahoochee River At Peachiree Creek For Drought Contingency Water
Management Operation In The ACF River Basin And Temporary VWaiver From ACF Water Control Plan (March
2008) at EA-29, '

“More Protection, Less Process”
www dep.state flus




District Engineer

- US. Army Engineer District, Mobile
October 28, 2008
Page 2

Service’s recent biological opinion concerning Corps operations acknowledges this by
recommending, pursuant to 16 U.5.C. §1536(a)(1), that the Corps “[w]ork in
consultation with the states and other stakeholders to assist in identifying ways to
reduce overall depletions in the ACF basin, ... . “See Biological Opinion on the U.S5. Army
Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, Revised Interim Operating Plan for Jim Woodruff Dam and -
the Associated Releases to the Apalachicola River (June 1, 2008) at 186-187. -

Sincerely,

% G. Lleta\relly:-f?%‘ﬂz%L

Director |
Division Water Resource Management ’

JGL/yz
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Serving our Community
Protecting the Environment

October 22, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns, District Commander
Mobile District, USACE

ATTN: CESAM-DE

P. O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

Dear Colonel Jorns:

We have received your invitation to offer comment regarding a request
from Georgia EPD to reduce required minimum flow at Peachtree Creek from
750cfs to 650cfs for the period November 1, 2008 through at least April 30, 2009.
We generally support the desire to retain more water in Lake Lanier because
doing so benefits all Chattahoochee River stakeholders.

In previously supporiing the Peachtree Creek flow reduction granted
during the period of March, 2008 through May 2008, Columbus Water Works
relied on the assurances of both Georgia EPD and the Corps of Engineers that
flows at Columbus would not be negatively affected. As identified through data
obtained from the USGS's Columbus gage (#02341505), we observed that
Columbus' FERC approved flows were consistently met during the March-May
period. That certainly verifies for us that these flows at Columbus are not
excessive and can, in fact, be met even in times of restricted fiow.

Our concerns about this newly requested cutback do not stem from the
earlier reduction but rather from the failures to meet the FERC approved flows at
Columbus since flows at Peachiree Creek were returned to normal. Since June
24, 2008, FERC licensed flows at Columbus have been sharted 60% of the time
for weekly averages and 10% of the time for daily averages. These failures
came in the face of the Corps IOP modeling which states that the FERC flows
will be met as long as West Point reservoir elevation exceeds 621.6. That
elevation has been significantly exceeded essentially all summer.

1421 Veterans Parkway = PO Box 1600 » Columbus, Georgia 31902-1600 » Phone: (706} 649-3400

EARES
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We do not understand what has changed so that even with the flows at
Peachtree Creek returned to 750cfs, the FERC flows at Columbus are not
consistently being met. Is there some other overriding consideration? Is this the
result of the Corps lack of attention to this stretch of the Chattahoochee River?
The Corps approach to the FERC flows at Columbus is confusing. On one hand,
Corps documents indicate that all FERC flows wili be maintained while on the
other, Corps officials state that there is no obligation to meet FERC flows. Both
cannot be true. We need new assurances from the Corps that the FERC flows at
the Columbus gage will be observed and protected as called for in the I1OP.

Our position is, sin*'lply put, we will support a reduction at Peachtree Creek
to 650cfs if the Corps and Georgia EPD once again make the assurance that
there will be “no impact from flow reduction™ at Columbus. Since the record
shows that this was achieved during the March-May reduction, we see no reason
that it could not be sustained for the requested period. If those assurances can't
be offered, we will be left with no other choice but to oppose the requested
reduction.

If | can offer any additional information, please let me know.
Sincerely,

A T

illy G. Turner
President

BGT/rsb

cc:  General Joseph Schroedel
Dr. Carol Couch
Bob Tant
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Dave Williams
Mayor

373 Mwy. 23, Suwanee, GA 30024
770-945-8996 = 770-945-2792 FAX
770-831-1530 Ofiice

dave(@suwanee,coim * www.sUwangs.com

'\CITYOF

L’GEORGIA

373 Highway 23 *« Suwanee, Georgia 30024
(770) 945-8996 * Fax (770) 945-2792
www.suwanee.com * Email: info@suwanee.com

October 22, 2008
Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.0O.Box 2288
Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

RE: Request by Georgia Environmental Protectign Division (EPD) to reduce flow
from Lake Lanier for water quality from 750 cfs to 650 cfs this winter

Dear Colonel Jorns:

As Mdyor of the city of Suwanee, I wholeheartedly support EPD’s request-to reduce the releases
from Lake Tanier this winter to meet the reduced flow target at Peachtree Creek of 650 cfs. The
city of Suwanee adjoins the east side of the Chattahoochee River, just south of Lake Lanier and
Buford Dam. The majority of our citizen’s drinking water comes from Lake Lanier.

During this prolonged drought we must all do whatever we can to preserve as much storage in
Lake Lanier as possible. Our citizens along with all the others throughout Gwinnett County are
doing our part by supporting the state’s watering restrictions and .other water conservation
efforts.

Please grant EPD’s request for the reduced releases from Lake Lanier. It is very important that
Lake Lanier's water elevation does not recede such that the county has to lower its raw water
intake at a substantial cost to all the customers of the Gwinnett Water System.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this importani request.

Sincerely,

Datle Willians, Mayor
City of Sinwvanee - '
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Colone!l Byron G. Jorns October 22, 2008
Commander Mobile District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

RE: Request by Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to reduce flow
from Lake Lanier for water quality from 750 cfs to 650 cfs this winter

Dear Colonel Jorns:

The City of Sugar Hill enthusiastically supports EPD’s request to reduce the releases
from Lake Lanier this winter to meet the reduced flow target at Peachtree Creek of 650
cfs. We believe that during this prolonged drought we must ail do whatever we can to
preserve storage in Lake Lanier. Our citizens along with all the others in unincorporated
Gwinnett County are doing our part by supporting the state’s watering restrictions and
other water conservation efforts.

Please grant EPD’s request for the reduced releases from Lake Lanier. Drinking water
for our citizens is supplied by the Gwinnett County Water System. This water system has
its intakes directly in Lake Lanier. It is very important that the lake water elevation does
not recede such that the county has to lower its raw water intake at a substantial cost to all
the customers of the Gwinnett Water System.

Sincerely,

sy

Gary Pirkle
Mayor
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October 24, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

RE: Request by Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to reduce flow
from Lake Lanier for water quality from 750 cfs'to 650 cfs this winter

Dear Colonel Jorns:

The City of Loganville wholeheartedly support EPD’s request to reduce the releases from
Lake Lanier this winter to meet the reduced flow target at Peachtree Creek of 650 cfs.
We believe that during this prolonged drought we must all do whatever we can to
preserve storage in Lake Lanier. Our citizens along with all the others in unincorporated
Gwinnett County are doing our part by supporting the state’s watering restrictions and
other water conservation efforts.

Please grant EPD’s request for the reduced releases from Lake Lanier. Drinking water
for our citizens is supplied by the Gwinnett County Water System. This waler system has
its intakes directly in Lake Lanier. It is very important that the lake water elevation does
not recede such that the county has to lower its raw water intake at a substantial cost to all
the customers of the Gwinnett Water System.

Sincerely(zl\,\rrﬁ
?;:ron

Mayor

T “The City That Wishes You Well”
770-466-1165 » 770-466-4734 » Fax 770-466-0904

www.loganville-ga.gov
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76 Main Street Lilburn, Georgia 30047 iIIlIlll“]::n:
- . 1910 7
City Hall (770) 921-2210 Fax (770) 921-8942
Police Department (770) 921-2211 Fax (770) 923-G871
Court Services (770)921-2505 Fax (770) 921.7723

October 20, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

RE: Request by Georgia Environmental Protection Division
to Reduce Flow from Lake Lanier for Water Quality
from 750 cfs to 650 cfs during Winter 2008-2009

*

Dear Colonel Jorns:

We wholeheartedly support Georgia Environmental Protection Division's
request to reduce releases from Lake Lanier this winter to meet the reduced flow
target at Peachtree Creek of 850 cfs. We strongly believe all of us must do
whatever we can to preserve water storage in Lake Lanier during this prolonged
drought. Our citizens and all other citizens living and/or working inside
unincorporated Gwinnett County are doing our part by supporting the state's
watering restrictions and by participating in other water conservation efforts.

Please grant Georgia Environmental Protection Division's request for
reduced releases from Lake Lanier. Drinking water for our citizens is supplied by
the Gwinnett County Water System. This water system has intakes directly in
Lake Lanier. it is vital that Lake Lanier's water elevation does not recede to the
point that Gwinnett County has to lower its raw water intake at a substantial cost
to all the customers of the Gwinnett Water System.

Sincerely, :

né prnidd S Ze s

Diana B. Preston
Mayor

cc:  City Council Members

A PAST TO REMEMBER /A FUTURE TO MOLD
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City of Graygon

475 Grayson Parkway
P. O. Box 208
Grayson, GA 30017
(770) 963-8017

October 22, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

RE:  Request by Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to reduce flow  from
Lake Lanier for water quality from 750 cfs to 650 cf5 this winter

Dear Colonel Jorns:

The City of Grayson wholeheartedly supports EPD’s request to reduce the releases from Lake
Lanier this winter to meet the reduced flow target at Peachtree Creek of 650 cfs. We believe that
during this prolenged drought we must all do whatever we can to preserve storage in Lake Lanier.
Our citizens along with all the others in unincorporated Gwinnett County are doing our part by
supporting the siate’s watering restrictions and other water conservation efforts.

Please grant EPD’s request for the reduced releases from Lake Lanier. Drinking water for our
citizens is supplied by the Gwinnett County Water System. This water system has its intakes
directly in Lake Lanier. It is very important that the lake water elevation does not recede such
that the county has to lower its raw water intake at a substantial cost to all the customers of the
Gwinnett Water System.

incerely,

I

Jim Hinkle
Mayor
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ECEIVE DX

October 24, 2008

Colonel Byron G, Jorns
Commander — Mobile District
US Army Corps of Engineers
PO Box 2288

Mobile, AL 36628-0001

RE: Public Response for Meetings on the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint River
Basin Water Control Manual and Reduction of Flow from Lake Lamer for Water
Quantity from 750 cfs to 650 r::fs as Requesled by the. Georgla Environmental
Pmtectmn Dmsmn R T 1 S S S

Dear Colonel Jorns: =~~~ o s g

The City of Duluth is a City of 27,000 residents who reside in-the northern metro Atlanta

Region and receive its drinking water from Lake Lanier and the Chattahoochee River

through Gwinnett County Utilities. There is no resource more critical than water and for

that reason our City has been carefully watching the discussions regarding this valuable
and limited resource. We have listened to the arguments that the water in Lake Lanier
has an impact on the water flowing into Florida.

The use of water by the Atlanta Metropolitan area as you are aware 1s an insignificant
about uf water considering the much larger drainage basin located below Lake Lanier. In
fact if no water were taken by the Metro area it would result in only a 1 to 2% difference
in the ACF Basin as measured by the flow at the Florida state line. The reduction of flow
to 650 cfs has already been found to have no detrimental effects downstream but is a
significant savings of water in Lake Lanier that does have tremendous benefits for those
in the Metro area who depend on this water source.

Obviously things change over time requiring a new assessment of the Lake Lanier
facilities. The drought that has existed for several years which may be tied to global
warming is nothing that could have been predicted when the Water Control Plan was put
into place, The current operation of the Lake and the Water Coentrol Plan no longer is
applicable to the changes which have occurred and a New Water Control Plan should not
replicate unacceptable operations that have placed everyone in such a dire situation by
draining the Lake to artificially make up water that nature was not producing. The small



amount that the Lake attempted to make up due to drought conditions accomplished
nothing of significance except for the current problems that continue in the metro area

due to a depleted water supply.

Our City asks for your favorable consideration of EPD’s request for a reduction in
releases from Lake Lanier to allow time for the Lake to achieve a more normal level.

Our City and others have made significant reductions in our water usage due to the
current Lake level and we need some other solutions to help resolve the out flow of water
from Lake Lanier.

Sincerely

Phil McLemore,
City Administrator




FAX: (770) 513-2187 City of Dacula Phone: (770) 963-7451

442 Harbins Rd.
P.0O. Box 400

Dacula, GA 30019 b JNE By D

October 20, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District

U. S. Army Corps of Engineers
Post Office Box 2288

Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001

Dear Colonel Jorns: .

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Dacula, Georgia, support the Georgia
Environmental Protection Division’s request to reduce the releases from Lake Lanier this
winter to meet the flow target at Peachtree Creek of 650 cfs. As the drought continues,
we must all do whatever we can to preserve storage in Lake Lanier. Our City is the
eastern most of Gwinnett County. Our citizens, as well as those in unincorporated
Gwinnett County, are doing our part to reduce the use of and to preserve storage by
supporting Georgia’s water restrictions and are fully complying with water conservation
efforts.

Please carefully consider and grant GA EPD’s request for reduced releases from Lake
Lanier. Dacula’s drinking water is supplied by the Gwinnett County Water System.
Water intakes for the system are located in Lake Lanier. It is important that the lake water
elevation does not recede such that the County has to lower its raw water intake at a
substantial cost to all customers both in unincorporated Gwinnett County and her cities,
especially in these tough economic times.

Respectfully,

s

Jimmy Wilbanks
Mayor

“CITY OF HOMES”



City of Buford

2300 Buford Highway * Buford, Georgia * 30518 » (770) 945-6761 = FAX (770) 932-7976

October 27. 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District
U.S8. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

RE:  Request by Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to reduce flow
from Lake Lanier for water quality from 750 cfs to 650 cfs this winter

Dear Colonel Jorns:

The City of Buford appreciates the U.S Army Corps of Engineers efforts to preserve the
water stored in Lake Lanier during this record drought. The City has a small water plant
on the lake and takes pride in offering high quality drinking water to its citizens since the
1930°s.

The City of Buford supports EPD’s request to reduce the releases from Lake Lanier this
winter to meet the reduced flow target at Peachtree Creek from 750 to 650 cfs. With the
drought continuing and with improvement uncertain, we believe that preserving water
stored in Lake Lanier is a high priority for our citizens and our efforts should anticipate
conditions eroding in the coming months and next year. Our citizens, along with all the
others in unincorporated Gwinnett County and Hall County, are doing our part by
supporting the State’s watering restrictions and other water conservation efforts.

The City of Buford supports the EPD’s request to reduce releases from Buford Dam to
support 650 cfs minimum flow at Peachtree Creek beginning November 1, 2008 and
continuing through March 31, 2009.

Sincerely,

%ﬁﬁvg rlin

City Manager
City of Buford

BryaN B. KERLIN, City Manager = KM C. WoLFE, City Clerk * LaMAR SUDDERTH, Administrative Assistant
PHiLLIP BEARD, Chairman Commissioners ® L. CHRIS BURGE, Vice Chairman Commissioners ® MICHAEL SmiTH, Commissioner
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October 23, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

RE: Request by Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) to reduce flow from Lake
Lanier for water quality from 750 cfs to 650 cfs this winter

Dear Colonel Jorns:

We wholeheartedly support EPD’s request to reduce the releases from Lake Lanier this winter to
meet the reduced flow target at Peachtree Creek of 650 cfs. We believe that during this
prolonged drought we must all do whatever we can to preserve storage in Lake Lanier. Our
citizens along with all the others in unincorporated Gwinnett County are doing our part by
supporting the state’s watering restrictions and other water conservation efforts.

Please grant EPD’s request for the reduced releases from Lake Lanier. Drinking water for our
citizens is supplied by the Gwinnett County Water System. This water system has its intakes
directly in Lake Lanier. It is very important that the lake water elevation does not recede such
that the county has to lower its raw water intake at a substantial cost to all the customers of the
Gwinnett Water System.

Sincerely,

Lois D. Salter
Mayor, City of Berkeley Lake
President, Gwinnett Municipal Asssociation
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October 21, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile, Al. 36628-0001

RE: Reguest by Georgia-Environmehtal Protection Division (EPD) to reduce flow
from Lake Lanier for water quality from 750 cfs to 650 cfs this winter

Dear Colonel Jorns:

We wholeheartedly support EPD’s request to reduce the releases from Lake Lanier this
winter to meet the reduced flow target at Peachtree Creek of 650 cfs. We believe that
during this prolonged drought we must all do whatever we can to preserve storage in
Lake Lanier. Our citizens along with all the others in unincorporated Gwinnett County
are doing our part by supporting the state’s watering restrictions and other water
conservation efforts.

Please grant EPD’s request for the reduced releases from Lake Lanier. Drinking water
for our citizens is supplied by the Gwinnett County Water System. This water system has
its intakes directly in Lake Lanier. It is very important that the lake water elevation does
not recede such that the county has to lower its raw water intake at a substantial cost to all
the customers of the Gwinnett Water System.

Linda Blechinger
Mayor

P.O. BOX 1059 = 1369 FOURTH AVENUE » AUBURN, GEORGIA 30011 » PHONE 770:963-4002 « FAX 770-513-9255 * www.cityafauburn-ga.org
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October 14, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns, District Commander
Mobile District, USAC

Attn: CESAM-DE

P.O.Box 2288
Mobile, AL 36628-0001

Dear Colonel Jorns:

On behalf of the members of the Athens Boat Clyb, located on Lake Lanier,
Dawsonville, | respectfully request you reply favorably to the request of the
Georgia Environmental Protection Division’s letter requesting the Corps to
reduce the minimum amount of flow in the Chattahoochee River at Peachtree
Creek in Atlanta by 13% between November 1, 2008 and April 30, 2009.

We believe by reducing this flow it will allow a better chance of adding to the
storage in Lake Lanier and will not adversely affect Peachtree Creek. Of course,
much needed rain must fall to help with this effort.

For the Board of Governors

s o

Marguer
Secretary Treasurer

Cc: Board members

ATHENS BOAT CLUB, INC.
207 Dogwoaed Drive « Dawsonville, GA 30534
708.216.2256 » Fax 706-216-0130 » e-mail sbc@alltel.net
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ATLANTA REGIONAL COMMISSION

PLANNING + LEADERSHIP - RESULTS

October 27, 2008

Colonel Byron Jorns

Commander & District Engineer
Department of the Army

Mobile District, Corps of Engineers
190 Saint Joseph Street

Mobile, Alabama 36602-3630

| Dear Colonel Jorns:

This letter is to support the October 10, 2008 request made by the State of Georgia to reduce
releases from Buford Dam/Lake Lanier on a temporary basis. The State of Georgia has
evaluated the proposed action and has determined no adverse water quality impacts are expected.

Although all the lower lakes in the ACF River Basin refilled during 2008, Lake Lanier did not
refill and continues to be the lowest it has ever been for this time of year. We are increasingly
concerned about-the descent of the lake level. The action requested by the State of Georgia will
conserve enough water in Lake Lanier to supply over 700,000 people for more than half a year.

We urge you to use your leadership to reduce the releases from Lake Lanier as requested by the
State of Georgia as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

_Pat Stevens
Chief, _Environmental Planning

40 COURTLAND STREET, NE, ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303 404 463.3100 FAX 404 463.3105 WWW. ATLANTAREGIONAL.COM



Northcutt, Heather P SAM

From: Dan Tonsmeire [dan@apalachicolariverkeeper.org]

Sent: Monday, October 27, 2008 4:32 PM

To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM

Cc: 'sally bethea'; dmclain850@aol.com; smithlaw@mindspring.com; ‘Chadwick Taylor’;
leitman@tds.net

Subject: Comments on Request to reduce releases from Lake Lanier

Mobile District

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Please accept these comments as a follow up to previous questions on the similar request
made earlier this year.

1) How would this decrease in flows affect flows in the Apalachicola River and Bay

2) How would these decrease in flows affect reservoir elevations at W.F. George and
West Point reservoirs, which help augment flows to the Apalachicola?

3) What additional actions is Georgia taking to ““share the pain” In this situation
such as increased conservation efforts, please provide reports and/or documentation of
these actions?

4) What actions is Georgia taking to avoid our getting into this emergency situation
on a regular basis? |If we are having these problems at the current level of consumption
it only seems logical that as we increase consumption such problems will occur more often.

5) How does the management action comply with the Court ruling that the Corps must
have Congressional authorization to provide for water supply?

While the current releases from Lake Lanier are not intended to support flows to the
Apalachicola, it is not apparent that this management action is being considered in the
context of the downstream users. The efforts of the water users in the drainage basin
which contributes flow to Lake Lanier should have a requirement to demonstrate their uses
are not impacting the Corps ability to meet it authorized purposes. This would seem to be
a requirement of the request to keep water in Lake Lanier at the expense of downstream
users.

These measures appear to be less and less of a temporary action and indicate the Corps
should view these measures as an effort to institute further piecemeal changes to the
operations without adequate consideration of downstream users and prior commitments the
Corps has to meet authorized purposes. Please explain your consideration of these issues
in the development of your final action.

Thanks you the opportunity to comment.

Dan Tonsmeire



Dan Tonsmeire, Riverkeeper
Dan@ApalachicolaRiverkeeper.org
Office: (850) 653-8936

Fax: (850) 653-1718

Apalachicola Riverkeeper
23 Avenue D
Apalachicola FL 32320

www . ApalachicolaRiverkeeper.org



Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Janet_Mizzi@fws.gov

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2008 8:43 AM

To: Zettle, Brian A SAM; Jerry_Ziewitz@fws.gov

Cc: Sandy_Tucker@fws.gov; Gail_Carmody@fws.gov

Subject: Re: Fw: Water Quantity Analysis of Lowering Chattahoochee at Peachtree Minimum Flow

Requirement Nov08-Arp09

Attachments: PeachtreeFlowReduction Nov08-Apr09.ppt

PeachtreeFlowRedu
ction Nov08-A...

Mr. Zettle, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has reviewed the information you provided
below concerning the proposed reduction in flows out of Lake Lanier and the projected
effects in water flows and we concur with your determination that implementation of the
recommended plan may effect, but is not likely to adversely affect, listed species in the
Apalachicola River and will not result in the adverse modification or destruction of
designated critical

habitat. This concludes section 7 consultation in accordance with the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended. Please contact Jerry Ziewitz at extension 223 if you have any
questions concerning this response.

Janet Mizzi

Deputy Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Panama City, FL Field Office
1601 Balboa Ave.

Panama City, FL 32405

Ph: 850 769-0552 ext. 247

Fax: 850 763-2177

EXTINCTION IS FOREVER

Jerry Ziewitz/R4/FWS/DOI

11/12/2008 04:14 PM To

Janet Mizzi/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS

cc

Sandy Tucker/R4/FWS/DOI@FWS

Subject

Fw: Water Quantity Analysis of Lowering Chattahoochee at Peachtree Minimum Flow
Requirement Nov08-Arp09

Janet,

The Corps has requested an expedited response to this NLAA determination for a proposed
change in ACF operations. GA has requested the Corps to reduce flows by 100 cfs out of
Lake Lanier during the winter to conserve storage (maintain a min flow of 650 instead of
750 in Atlanta). This is not a change in the operations (the RIOP) that we"ve consulted
upon already, which describe releases from Woodruff Dam, but this change could affect the

1



amount the water available to Woodruff Dam. However, their analysis shows no change in
releases from Woodruff with or without this proposal, which is a reasonable finding given
the current hydrology and the relatively small operational change in the upper basin.
Beginning next summer with a higher elevation in Lake Lanier could conceivably benefit
listed species if Lanier storage is needed to support minimum flows from Woodruff later in
2009. They want to implement this action, which they did last winter also, very soon,
possibly Friday this week.

Therefore, 1 recommend a prompt reply to the message below from Brian Zettle saying we
concur with their NLAA determination.

Jerry Ziewitz

USFWS

1601 Balboa Ave.

Panama City, FL 32405

(850)769-0552x223

————— Forwarded by Jerry Ziewitz/R4/FWS/DO1 on 11/12/2008 03:45 PM —--—-

"Zettle, Brian A SAM" <Brian.A.Zettle@usace.army.mil>

11/12/2008 03:32 PM To

<JERRY_ZIEWITZ@FWS.GOV>, <GAIL_CARMODY@FWS.GOV>

cc

Subject

FW: Water Quantity Analysis of Lowering Chattahoochee at Peachtree Minimum Flow
Requirement Nov08-Arp09

Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, here are the modeling results James completed
regarding downstream impacts associated with the recent EPD request to
temporarily reduce the minimum water quality flow in the Chattahoochee River
at Peachtree Creek from 750 cfs to 650 cfs. Due to the potential for very
minor, but measurable reductions in flow in the Apalachicola River, we have
determined that implementation of the recommended plan may effect, but is not
likely to adversely affect, listed species in the Apalachicola River and will
not result in the adverse modification or destruction of designated critical
habitat. Only minor differences in Apalachicola River flows are expected to
occur as compared to the No Action alternative. Implementation of the
recommended plan will not result in an inability to operate Jim Woodruff Dam
according to the RIOP provisions agreed to in Formal Section 7 Consultation
with the USFWS. Could you please review the attachment and reply regarding
USFWS concurrence or questions with our determination? Thanks.

Brian Zettle

Biologist

US Army Corps of Engineers
(251) 690-2115

————— Original Message-----

From: Hathorn, James E Jr SAM

Sent: Wednesday, November 12, 2008 2:47 PM

To: Zettle, Brian A SAM

Cc: Eubanks, Michael J SAM; Ashley, Jonathan A SAM; Houston, Amber M SAM;
Smith, Christopher T SAD; Mauldin, Gary V SAD; Harvey, Randall B SAM; Taylor,
Peter F SAM

Subject: Water Quantity Analysis of Lowering Chattahoochee at Peachtree
Minimum Flow Requirement Nov08-Arp09



Hey Brian,

I have attached a powerpoint file that summarizes our water quantity analysis
of lowering the Peachtree Creek minimum flow requirement. Our results differ
from GA EPD, because their modeling assumed a reduction beginning October 16,
2008. The COE modeling assumes a reduction beginning November 10, 2008.
However, we both demonstrate a moderate increase in Lanier®"s storage if we
implement the reduction. We decided to use 3 hydrologic conditions; 7ql0
from GA EPD, the 1988-1989 hydrology and the 10th Percentile. Current
conditions are very dry and the most recent forecast predicts a normal to
below normal winter. These 3 hydrologic conditions capture the range of
severe dry conditions to below normal conditions. As a results, the modeling
captures the worst case of downstream impacts and the maximum benefit to Lake
Lanier storage.

Slides 3-5 summarizes the impacts
Please call me if you have any questions or additional data need.

James E. Hathorn, Jr.

Hydrology and Hydraulics Branch

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile
Office (251) 690-2735

Cell (251) 509-5368

Fax (251) 694-4058
James.e_hathorn_jr@sam.usace.army._mil





