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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Vaughn, Sommer [Sommer.Vaughn@governor.alabama.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 9:03 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Cc: Stewart, Dave
Subject: Request for Deviation from Chattahoochee River Minimum Flow

Attachments: Letter to Col. Jorns00133.pdf; SCAN0510_000.pdf; 750atlantaflow.pdf

Letter to Col. 
Jorns00133.pdf ...

SCAN0510_000.pdf 
(79 KB)

750atlantaflow.pdf 
(857 KB)

 

Please find letter and documents from Dave Stewart, Chief of Staff to Governor Bob Riley. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sommer H. Vaughn

Executive Assistant to the Chief of Staff

Office of Governor Bob Riley

Phone: 334.242.4738

Fax: 334.242.2766

Sommer.Vaughn@governor.alabama.gov <mailto:Sommer.Vaughn@governor.alabama.gov> 

 

































-----Original Message----- 
From: Morgan, Julie A SAM@SAS  
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 12:08 PM 
To: Brandt, Joanne U SAM 
Subject: FW: REQUESTING COMMENT - Proposed Temporary Deviation From 
Current Water Management Operations at Buford Dam to Reduce Water 
Quality Releases 
 
Joanne: 
 
I spoke with her and she'll try to post something today.    Just wanted 
to let you know that AL SHPO does have concerns.  
 
 
Julie A. Morgan 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Mobile/Savannah Planning Center 
Phone: 888-893-0678 ext 378 
       or  706-856-0378 
Fax: 706-856-0330 
email:  julie.a.morgan@usace.army.mil 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Hathorn, Stacye [mailto:Stacye.Hathorn@preserveala.org] 
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 1:00 PM 
To: Morgan, Julie A SAM@SAS 
Cc: Hill, Amanda 
Subject: RE: REQUESTING COMMENT - Proposed Temporary Deviation From 
Current Water Management Operations at Buford Dam to Reduce Water 
Quality Releases 
 
Its' past the closing date so will I still be able to respond? We are 
certainly concerned with the exposure of archaeological sites due 
reduced water levels. The drought itself has caused exposure and 
subsequent looting of a number of sites on other Alabama reservoirs 
already. 
 
Stacye Hathorn 
State Archaeologist 
Alabama Historical Commission 
468 South Perry Street 
Montgomery, AL 36130-0900 
334.230.2649  
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Morgan, Julie A SAM@SAS [mailto:Julie.A.Morgan@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2008 7:36 AM 
To: Hathorn, Stacye 
Subject: FW: REQUESTING COMMENT - Proposed Temporary Deviation From 
Current Water Management Operations at Buford Dam to Reduce Water 
Quality Releases 
Importance: High 
 
 Ms. Hathorn:  I had your email incorrectly entered the first time... 
 



 
Julie A. Morgan 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Mobile/Savannah Planning Center 
Phone: 888-893-0678 ext 378 
       or  706-856-0378 
Fax: 706-856-0330 
email:  julie.a.morgan@usace.army.mil 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Morgan, Julie A SAM@SAS 
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2008 8:33 AM 
To: 'Elizabeth Shirk'; 'shathorn@preservala.org'; 
'lkammerer@mail.dos.state.fl.us' 
Subject: REQUESTING COMMENT - Proposed Temporary Deviation From Current 
Water Management Operations at Buford Dam to Reduce Water Quality 
Releases 
Importance: High 
 
 Greetings! 
 
Below you will find an email message that is being sent to all ACF 
Stakeholders regarding potential affects of the proposed reduction in 
flows for the purpose of conducting environmental evaluation. 
Information on how and where to submit oral, written and email comments 
is at the bottom of the 
email; please do not send your comments to me.   ALL comments are 
requested 
by close of business, Thursday,  28 February 2008.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Julie A. Morgan 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Mobile/Savannah Planning Center 
Phone: 888-893-0678 ext 378 
       or  706-856-0378 
Fax: 706-856-0330 
email:  julie.a.morgan@usace.army.mil 
 
-----Original Message----- 
ACF Stakeholders: 
 
Mobile District has received a request from the Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division (GA-EPD) that a reduction be made in releases from 
Buford Dam/Lake Lanier to meet the water quality requirement on the 
Chattahoochee River at Atlanta, Georgia, as a temporary drought 
contingency measure.  A copy of the GA-EPD request by letter dated 11 
February 2008 is attached for your reference and review.  The current 
minimum flow requirement for assimilation of return flow at Atlanta 
(750 
cfs) is incorporated in the current Buford Dam Reservoir Regulation 
Manual, as measured on the Chattahoochee River above the confluence 
with Peachtree Creek.  GA-EPD requests that a reduction in the water 
quality required flow to 550 cfs be considered.  This request would 



therefore require a temporary deviation from current water management 
operations. 
 
GA-EPD's request represents a proposed temporary drought contingency 
measure in response to drought conditions experienced this past year 
and forecasts for continued drought conditions in 2008.  The proposed 
reduction in flows is based on water quality criteria at Atlanta and 
seeks to conserve storage in Lake Lanier (Buford Dam) by reducing the 
amount of release necessary to meet State water quality standards 
during cooler months.   
 
The Corps of Engineers is given discretion to manage its reservoirs by 
the Flood Control Act of 1944.  The procedures for water management 
actions at Corps projects is set out in Engineer Regulation 1110-2-240 
(33 C.F.R. Part 222.5), which states as follows in regard to droughts: 
 
 "Continuous examination should be made of regulations schedules, 
possible need for storage reallocation (within existing authority and 
constraints) and to identify needed changes in normal regulation. 
Emphasis should be placed on evaluating conditions that could require 
deviation from normal release schedules as part of drought contingency 
plans (ER 1110-2-1941)." 
 
Engineering Regulation 1110-2-1941 requires water managers to re-
examine procedures and reservoirs to determine whether improvement can 
be made during low water periods within current authorities. 
 
This notice is requesting written comments from Federal, State and 
local agencies, Tribes, affected industries, organizations, other 
stakeholders and the public regarding potential affects of the proposed 
reduction in flows for the purpose of conducting environmental 
evaluation and obtaining stakeholder input which will assist in a 
determination on the request for a temporary deviation from the 
Reservoir Regulation Manual. 
Information provided in response to this notice will be considered by 
the Mobile District and South Atlantic Division in determining whether 
or not to implement a temporary deviation and to what extent.  Please 
communicate this information to any other interested parties. 
 
The decision on the proposed temporary deviation or variance in water 
management operations will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impact, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the 
public interest.  Written comments are requested on specific impacts to 
other users and operations that occur within the basin. That decision 
will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization 
of important resources. 
The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the 
proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable 
detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be 
considered, including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are 
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, 
wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, 
flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and 
accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food production, and in general, the needs and 
welfare of the people.  Potential consequences of this proposed 
temporary deviation include impacts on pool elevations at West Point 



and Walter F. George, on river stages at various water intakes below 
Buford Dam, and on in-stream water quality criteria.  In addition, the 
proposed flow reduction may impact individual discharge permit holders 
downstream of Buford Dam.  The reduced flow may also impact the trout 
hatchery downstream of Buford Dam and/or the fishery associated with 
that facility.  There may be additional consequences or impacts for 
which we solicit your input. 
 
This topic is scheduled to be discussed during the bi-weekly ACF Basin 
Drought Teleconference scheduled for Thursday, 28 February 2008, 1100-
1200 EST (1000-1100 CST).  The call-in number is 866-916-8488.  At the 
prompt, type in the passcode 6076350 followed by the # sign.  Oral 
comments will be heard at that time, but you are requested to submit 
written comments to assure your concerns are fully considered. 
 
Written comments should be directed the District Engineer, U.S. Army 
Engineer District, Mobile, Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama 36628-
0001, 
Attention:  Planning and Environmental Division, Inland Environment 
Team in time to be received not later than 28 February 2008.  In order 
to expedite receipt of comments, electronic copies of comments may be 
forwarded to the <<GA-EPD to Colonel Byron Jorns - 2-11-08.pdf>> 
following email address: 
 
 cesam-pd-ea@usace.army.mil 
 
Electronic comments may also be provided on the Mobile District web 
site at the following location:   
 
 http://www.sam.usace.army.mil 
 
Please provide all comments not later than close of business, Thursday, 
28 February  2008.   
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



1

Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Jones, Gail [Gail.Jones@preserveala.org]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 3:42 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Subject: Flow Reduction of Lake Lanier

AHC #08-0462

 

We are concerned because the study did not take into account how the reduced flow will 
effect archaeological resources on the downstream banks. Our office has stated from the 
beginning of these discussions that there may be an adverse effect to NRHP listed and 
potentially eligible archaeological sites due to erosional effects caused by decreased 
flow. We are further concerned that lower water levels will expose previously submerged or
obscured archaeological sites to looting. We have already seen an increase in looting on 
other Alabama rivers due to lower water levels caused by drought .

If you have any questions, please contact Stacye Hathorn at 334-230-2649 and reference the
project number provided above.  You may email any comments or concerns to 
Stacye.Hathorn@preserveala.org. 
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Brabham, Joseph M SAM Contractor
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 3:33 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Subject: Temporary Deviation/Waiver - Reduce WQ Release from Buford Dam

The Following Comments were submitted by Pat Stevens  on 2/28/2008
          Affiliation: select one
              Address: 40 Courtland St NE
        City, St, Zip: Atlanta GA 30303
               County: Fulton

Comments--->February 28, 2008

Colonel Byron G. Jorns
Commander Mobile District
US Army Corps of Engineers
ATTN:  CESAM-DE
Post Office Box 2288
Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001

Dear Colonel Jorns:

This letter is to support the February 11, 2008 request made by the State of Georgia to 
reduce the releases from Buford Dam/Lake Lanier on a temporary basis.  The State of 
Georgia has determined that the water quality flow requirement in the Chattahoochee River 
below Atlanta can be reduced during this winter and spring without harm.

Although all the lower lakes on the ACF have recovered, Lake Lanier continues to be 
dangerously low.  We are concerned about the severe environmental and economic harm that 
will occur not only to the Lake Lanier environment but to all users of the Chattahoochee 
River system if Lake Lanier does not recover this spring.  We urge you to use your 
leadership and emergency powers to reduce releases from Lake Lanier.

Further, we request that the Corps operate Buford Dam with the same drought contingency 
measures as was done in the winter and spring of 2002. 
The Corps monitored rainfall and river conditions and was able to reduce releases daily 
from Buford Dam to approximately 500cfs for the entire winter and spring period.  We 
believe that today such minimized releases are warranted even more now than in 2002.  Lake
Lanier is lower than it has ever been in its history since the beginning of normal 
operations in 1960.  Lanier is twice as low as it was in 2002 while all the downstream 
projects are now significantly higher than in 2002.  Demands from the river here in the 
metro area are actually lower now than in 2002 thanks to successful conservation efforts 
and water quality is better due to treatment plant upgrades.  If the Corps reduced 
releases to 500cfs each day as compared to the 1063cfs release made yesterday, 563cfs 
could be conserved per day.

This request should be granted because releases are not needed for any other purposes and 
because the highest priority at this point should be to conserve storage in Lake Lanier.  
The water saved by reducing releases to the 500cfs range now for the next several months 
would be equivalent to several months of water supply for the millions of people that 
depend on Lake Lanier for their water supply.  Given the current level of Lake Lanier and 
the potential for emptying the lake by the end of the year, we believe that this would be 
a prudent and reasonable approach.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Pat Stevens, Chief
Environmental Planning Division
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Pat Stevens [PStevens@atlantaregional.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 3:31 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Subject: Comments on GA Lanier Request

Attachments: colonel jorns ARC 2_28_08.pdf

colonel jorns ARC 
2_28_08.pdf

Please see attached comments. 

<<colonel jorns ARC 2_28_08.pdf>> 

Pat Stevens

Atlanta Regional Commission

40 Courtland St. NE

Atlanta, GA 30303

Ph: (404)463-3255

Fax: (404)463-3254

email: pstevens@atlantaregional.com
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Kathy Crews [kcrews@afcwrc.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 9:53 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Subject: Lake Lanier Store Lower Flow of 550

I have attach a response for  the Atlanta Fulton County Water Treatment Plant -PWS 1210038
to express my support and concerns for the proposed flow reduction of 550 cfs. 
Kathy
Kathy Crews
General Manager/CAO
Atlanta Fulton County Water Resource Commission 9750 Spruill Road Alpharetta, Georgia  
30022 678.942.2790 office
770.664.1079 fax
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Russell, Jerri [JRussell@AtlantaGa.Gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 4:08 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Cc: Hunter, Robert; Chris.Hebberd@atlwater.com; Goncher, Marc; Parker, Richard; 

Thomas.kopanski@atlwater.com; charles.culver@atlwater.com; Jacob, Benjamin
Subject: Comments on 2/11/08 EPD Request to Reduce Minimum Flow  to 550 cfs 

U.S. Army Corps District Engineer,  

 

This email is to let you know that the City of Atlanta (City) supports the Georgia 
Department of Environmental Protection’s (EPD’s) request that the releases from Lake 
Lanier use 550 cfs rather than 750 cfs as the minimum flow at Peachtree Creek for a test 
period continuing through April 30, 2008.

 

Prior to implementing the low flow condition, the City requests that clearly understood 
lines of communication be in place to ensure that problems requiring flow release 
adjustments can be communicated should unforeseen problems occur.

 

During this test program it would be very helpful if planned periods of sustained flow at 
incrementally lower levels were released to allow the timing of the downstream effects to 
be determined such that the effects of the low flow conditions can be monitored.

 

Last, but not least, the City would like clarification from the EPD regarding the 
anticipated river stage elevations shown in Attachment C.  The City’s historical operating
data at the Peachtree Creek Intake does not align with the river stage data shown in 
Figure C-13 of Attachment C. Although we do not anticipate that a problem will occur at 
the Peachtree Intake should flow be reduced to 550 cfs, we do want to have a clear 
understanding of the information presented in Figure C-13. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on EPD’s request.  We support the EPD in their 
efforts to minimize the release of flow from Lake Lanier during this extreme drought 
period.

 

Jerri Russell, P.E.

Watershed Manager, Sr.

City of Atlanta

Department of Watershed Management

55 Trinity Avenue S.W.,  Suite 5900, Room 5904

Atlanta, GA  30303-0330

404-330-6413 office

404-840-4039 mobile
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jrussell@atlantaga.gov <mailto:jrussell@atlantaga.gov> 
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Sole, Michael [Michael.Sole@dep.state.fl.us]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 2:15 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM

Attachments: 2.28 Col Jorns flow reduction.pdf

2.28 Col Jorns flow 
reduction....

 

The Department of Environmental Protection values your feedback as a customer. DEP 
Secretary Michael W. Sole is committed to continuously assessing and improving the level 
and quality of services provided to you. Please take a few minutes to comment on the 
quality of service you received. Simply click on this link to the DEP Customer Survey 
<http://survey.dep.state.fl.us/?refemail=Michael.Sole@dep.state.fl.us> . Thank you in 
advance for completing the survey.



 
 

Florida Department of
Environmental Protection 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000 

Charlie Crist
Governor

Jeff Kottkamp
Lt. Governor

Michael W. Sole
Secretary 

February 28, 2008 
 
 
 
Colonel Byron Jorns 
District Commander 
U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile  
Post Office Box 2288 
Mobile, Alabama  36628-0001 
 
Attention:  Planning and Environmental Division, Inland Environment Team 
 
RE: State of Florida’s Comments as requested on Proposed Reduction of Flow from 

Buford Dam 
 
On Thursday, February 21, 2008, the Corps of Engineers (“Corps”) solicited comments 
concerning Georgia’s request to reduce outflows from Buford Dam as a temporary 
drought contingency measure.  Florida generally opposes the proposed reduction, but 
will not object to its temporary implementation, provided the measure does not continue 
beyond April 1, 2008. 
 
The Corps has explained the “minimum flow requirement for assimilation of return 
flow at Atlanta (750 cfs) is incorporated in the current Buford Dam Reservoir 
Regulation Manual, as measured on the Chattahoochee River above the confluence with 
Peachtree Creek.”  See electronic mail from Gary Mauldin to the states and other parties 
(Feb. 21, 2008).  Georgia has requested that flow be reduced to 550 cfs. The Corps has 
explained the request would necessitate “a temporary deviation from current water 
management operations” and has indicated stakeholder feedback will be used to “assist 
in a determination on the request for a temporary deviation from the Reservoir 
Regulation Manual.” Id.1 
 
The Apalachicola River currently is enjoying higher flows (almost 50,000 cfs) due to 
increased rainfall in the lower ACF Basin.  We expect these flows will remain strong for 
                                                 
1 Florida recalls the Corps resisting similar requests designed to protect threatened and endangered 
species in the Apalachicola River. Letter from Mr. Burke to Ms. Carmody dated February 23, 2007 
(explaining operational modifications could not be made because they were inconsistent with current 
water control plans).   
 

“More Protection, Less Process” 
www.dep.state.fl.us 



Colonel Byron Jorns 
February 28, 2008 
Page 2 
 
the next week or two.  Thus, although spring spawning could be impacted by the 
proposed reduction under less favorable inflow conditions, such impact is unlikely 
under current conditions through the month of March.  
 
The potential adverse impact of the proposed reduction could become severe, however, 
if the reduction were continued into the spring spawning season or summer dry season, 
thus our April 1 notation above.  The proposed reduction amounts to 11,900 acre-feet 
per month or 143,000 acre-feet per year.  During the dry period, the reduction would 
make it more difficult to meet the Columbus flow requirement and would reduce the 
elevations of Walter F. George and West Point Reservoirs (at least from a mass balance 
perspective).  The cumulative loss from the reduction could be nearly 5% of the 
minimum flows Florida receives during low flow conditions.   
 
While we appreciate Georgia’s need to conserve storage in light of the current drought 
conditions, Florida believes more emphasis should be placed on actions that do not 
harm downstream users, such as conservation measures being implemented and 
consistently in place. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Michael Sole 
Secretary 
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Val Perry [valperry@bellsouth.net]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 2:13 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Cc: Stacy Shelton; Carol Couch; Bev Nichols; Charlie Rittenhouse; 'Chris Seely'; 'Erwin Topper'; 

'Gerald Mccarley'; Gordon Brand; Jackie Joseph; Jaime Baray; JIM HAZELWOOD; 'King, 
Casey'; Patsy Kilmartin; Paul Flood; Roger Bauer; Tammy Levi; Val Perry; Vicki Barnhorst; 
Wilton Rooks; Andrew Thompson; ClydeMorris; Paul Andrew; Ronald Seder

Subject: Georgia EPD Request to Reduce the minimum water flows at the Peachtree Creek Gauge

To: U S Army CORPS of Engineers. I am Val Perry, Executive Vice President of the Lake 
Lanier Association. We respectfully submit this email as representing our strong support 
for the Georgia EPD proposal to reduce the minimum flow at Peachtree Creek from 750 CFS to
550 CFS. This change should be implemented as soon as possible in order to assist in 
bringing the Lake Lanier water level back to normal pool. Lake Lanier has been hit 
extremely hard during this drought. The Lake remains the only water body, on the system at
a category 4, while all other major lakes on the Chattahoochee system meet or exceed their
full winter pool levels. Lanier must dramatically improve its water level (currently 17 
feet below winter pool level) in order to be prepared for a continuation of the drought 
this spring and summer. The low levels in Lanier have drastically affected the economy of 
North Georgia in a negative manner. Unless we bring the Lake back to reasonable levels, 
recreation, safety and the business climate will continue to decline. The current 
unsatisfactory situation will not recover unless the EPD proposal is implemented as soon 
as possible.

 

Thank you for the allowing the Lake Lanier Association to submit our strong support for 
the EPD request to reduce the minimum flow at Peachtree Creek.

 

 

 

V.M. Perry, Jr.

EVP- Lake Lanier Association.

No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.5.516 / Virus Database: 269.21.1/1301 - Release Date: 2/27/2008 8:35 AM
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Karmelle White [kwhite@macoc.com] on behalf of Katie Kirkpatrick 
[kkirkpatrick@macoc.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 2:01 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Subject: Georgia EPD request for minimum flow variance

Attachments: image001.gif; Letter to the Corps 022808.pdf; image001.gif

image001.gif (2 KB)Letter to the Corps 
022808.pdf...

image001.gif (2 KB)

Please see attached comments regarding the Georgia 
Environmental Protection Division’s request for minimum flow variance.

 

Thanks!

 

Katie Kirkpatrick, P.E.

Vice President Environmental Affairs

 

235 Andrew Young International Blvd., NW • Atlanta, Georgia 30303

404.586.8544 • Fax: 404.586.8427

kkirkpatrick@macoc.com <mailto:kkirkpatrick@macoc.com>  • www.MetroAtlantaChamber.com 
<http://www.metroatlantachamber.com> 

 



 

 
February 28, 2008 
 
District Engineer 
U.S. Army Engineer District – Mobile 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001 
 
RE: Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
 Request for Minimum Flow Variance 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce represents over 4,000 member companies who employ 
700,000 people located in the 28 counties of the metropolitan area.  Our business leaders take water 
management issues seriously and remain committed to developing and implementing practical solutions 
for ensuring a safe, reliable drinking water source for our region.  In fact, the Metropolitan North Georgia 
Water Planning District was a direct outcome of the Clean Water Initiative led by the Metro Atlanta 
Chamber.  Through this initiative, the Chamber convened leaders from government, business, academia 
and environmental organizations to develop a water management strategy for the region. The Metro 
Water District has invested over $10 million dollars in the development of long-term management plans 
for metro Atlanta and is currently implementing these plans, which support both protection of our 
downstream neighbors as well as future economic growth.  More importantly, members of the Metro 
Water District have invested greater than $5 billion dollars to date in implementation activities. 
 
Given the current exceptional drought experienced in North Georgia and in light of the needs of the five 
million residents located within the region, the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce urges the Army 
Corps of Engineers to approve quickly the request by the Georgia Environmental Protection Division to 
reduce the minimum water quality flow from 750 cfs to 550 cfs for the Chattahoochee River.  This 
temporary contingency measure has been implemented before during periods of drought with no 
detrimental effects to the environment or the economy.   
 
The Georgia EPD’s letter adequately supports their request with scientific data and is an appropriate 
action item in tandem with the other conservation measures that have been implemented in North 
Georgia.  Again, we request the Corps to act swiftly in the approval of this request and will continue to 
work within our region to identify and promote other sound water policies which support economic 
sustainability and environmental preservation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sam A. Williams 
President, Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce 
 
cc: Dr. Carol Couch   Mr. Sam Olens 
 Ms. Kit Dunlap    Ms. Pat Stevens 
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: joseph.m.brabham@usace.army.mil
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 9:27 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Subject: Temporary Deviation/Waiver - Reduce WQ Release from Buford Dam

The Following Comments were submitted by Denesia Cheek on 2/28/2008
          Affiliation: Federal Agency
              Address: 100 Alabama Street, SW-1924 Building
        City, St, Zip: Atlanta, GA 30303
               County: Fulton County

Comments--->
Memorandum
District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile Post Office Box 2288 Mobile, 
Alabama 36628-0001

ATTN: Planning and Environmental Division, Inland Environment Team

In response to the February 21, 2008, request from Gary Mauldin, US Army Corps of 
Engineers, Water Manager, the National Park Service (NPS), has reviewed the request 
submitted to the Corps of Engineers by Georgia Environmental Protection Division
(GA-EPD) to preserve storage in Lake Lanier by temporarily reducing the minimum flow of 
the Chattahoochee River.

The National Park Service manages, via the Chattahoochee River National Recreational Area,
48 miles of the Chattahoochee River from Buford Dam to Peachtree Creek. As the federal 
land management agency responsible for managing a significant percentage of the 
Chattahoochee Rive, the NPS has a vested interest in the deliberations of water release 
and management of the Chattahoochee River, particularly as it relates to the flora and 
fauna of the river and recreational opportunities afforded the American public.

Based on past studies and analyses, an instantaneous flow of 750 cfs would be most 
advantageous for the resources supported by the River as it flows through the 
Chattahoochee River National Recreational Area.  This minimum instantaneous flow is needed
to protect resources within the park such as mussels and other aquatic life, water 
quality, and fisheries. 
Unfortunately, the effects to these resources and the effect on recreation are not known 
for levels below 750 cfs.  Based primarily on this lack of information, we offer the 
following comments:

1. GA-EPD proposes a reduction in the minimum required flow of 750cfs to 550cfs at 
Peachtree Creek as a temporary measure to preserve storage in Lake Lanier.  Has there been
any analysis of the impacts on aquatic habitat, mussels, trout, and recreation at 
Peachtree Creek in drought conditions with a low flow at 550 cfs at Peachtree Creek?  Is 
the proposal for instantaneous flow or daily average flow? These are critical parameters 
that would need to be analyzed by the Corps prior to implementation of the proposed 
changes.

 2. NPS understands that dissolved oxygen is an indicator for water quality.  Prior to 
making a determination for a change in the minimum flow of  the Chattahoochee River, the 
Corps should also determine what measures will be taken  if the dissolved oxygen parameter
falls below the water quality criteria. Also, what are the anticipated effects of the 
lower minimum flow on other water quality parameters such as temperature, bacteria, 
ammonia, etc.?  GA-EPD is also proposing to monitor dissolved oxygen near the Dog River 
during the period of reduced flows.  Will “real-time” data, be made accessible to the 
public and/or ACF Stakeholders?

3. GA-EPD also proposes to use an adaptive management approach regarding the minimum flow 



2

as actual water quality data is collected and as other data information becomes clear. It 
will be important to identify the critical factors or indicators that will need to be 
monitored that would trigger a change in the minimum flow or other management approaches. 
It will also be important to indicate what data will be collected and how it will be 
managed.

4. What possible impacts will this change of flow have on the operation of Morgan Falls 
Dam and would the operation of Morgan Falls have to change in response to reduced flows?  
The proposal for reduced flows is based on minimum levels at Peachtree Creek, but what 
would be the correlated reduction of flow at the outfall of Buford Dam?

5.  The past sporadic release of water from Buford Dam has resulted in the erosion of 
river bed and bank that is exposed during low flows and inundated during high flows.  With
a lower flow regime, we would expect to see greater portions of the banks of the river 
exposed, which may result in even greater erosion and sediment during high flow events. 
Some analysis of this issue should also be factored into the potential effects from any 
change in flow regime.

Clearly, there would need to be additional analyses and discussions prior to any change in
minimum flows on the Chattahoochee River.  We will continue to be engaged in the process 
and appreciate opportunities to further collaborate.  Should you have additional questions
or comments, you can contact Denesia Cheek, NPS Regional Hydrologist at (404) 562-3113 
ext. 510 or at denesia_cheek@nps.gov.
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 9:34 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Subject: National Park Service, Southeast Region

Attachments: Revised NPS Responses to GAEPD (Final Feb. 2008 ).doc

Revised NPS 
esponses to GAEPD.

(See attached file: Revised NPS Responses to GAEPD (Final Feb. 2008 ).doc)
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 9:35 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM; 'Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov'
Subject: FW: ACF Basin Drought Teleconference, 28 Feb

Attachments: Revised NPS Responses to GAEPD (Final Feb. 2008 ).doc

Revised NPS 
esponses to GAEPD.

 Thanks for the input.....I'm passing this on to Mobile District for their 
information/use.

Gary 

-----Original Message-----
From: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov [mailto:Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 10:31 AM
To: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Subject: RE: ACF Basin Drought Teleconference, 28 Feb

Gary-- National Park Service response to GA-EPD memo attached below for your review.
(See attached file: Revised NPS Responses to GAEPD (Final Feb. 2008 ).doc)

Thanks
Denesia

                                                                                          
                      "Mauldin, Gary V SAD"                                               
                      <Gary.V.Mauldin@sad01.usac        To:       <Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov> 
                      e.army.mil>                       cc:                               
                                                        Subject:  RE: ACF Basin Drought 
Teleconference, 28 Feb                                  
                      02/27/2008 04:22 PM EST                                             
                                                                                          

thanks for the update

-----Original Message-----
From: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov [mailto:Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2008 4:06 PM
To: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Cc: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov
Subject: Re: ACF Basin Drought Teleconference, 28 Feb

FYI NPS will post comments late tonight or in the morning,  trying to get the comments 
approved.

Thanks
Denesia, Cheek
NPS Regional Hydrologist



 
United States Department of the Interior 

 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Southeast Regional Office 
Atlanta Federal Center 

1924 Building 
100 Alabama St., SW. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

  

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

SER-D 
 

February 28, 2008 
 
 

Memorandum 
District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile 
Post Office Box 2288 
Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001 
 
ATTN: Planning and Environmental Division, Inland Environment 
Team 
 
             
In response to the February 21, 2008, request from Gary Mauldin, 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Water Manager, the National Park 
Service (NPS), has reviewed the request submitted to the Corps of 
Engineers by Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
(GA-EPD) to preserve storage in Lake Lanier by temporarily 
reducing the minimum flow of the Chattahoochee River. 
 
The National Park Service manages, via the Chattahoochee River 
National Recreational Area, 48 miles of the Chattahoochee River 
from Buford Dam to Peachtree Creek. As the federal land 
management agency responsible for managing a significant 
percentage of the Chattahoochee Rive, the NPS has a vested 
interest in the deliberations of water release and management of 
the Chattahoochee River, particularly as it relates to the flora 
and fauna of the river and recreational opportunities afforded 
the American public. 
 
Based on past studies and analyses, an instantaneous flow of 750 
cfs would be most advantageous for the resources supported by the 
River as it flows through the Chattahoochee River National 
Recreational Area.  This minimum instantaneous flow is needed to 
protect resources within the park such as mussels and other 
aquatic life, water quality, and fisheries.  Unfortunately, the 
effects to these resources and the effect on recreation are not 
known for levels below 750 cfs.  Based primarily on this lack of 
information, we offer the following comments: 
     



1. GA-EPD proposes a reduction in the minimum required flow of 
750cfs to 550cfs at Peachtree Creek as a temporary measure to 
preserve storage in Lake Lanier.  Has there been any analysis of 
the impacts on aquatic habitat, mussels, trout, and recreation at 
Peachtree Creek in drought conditions with a low flow at 550 cfs 
at Peachtree Creek?  Is the proposal for instantaneous flow or 
daily average flow? These are critical parameters that would need 
to be analyzed by the Corps prior to implementation of the 
proposed changes. 
 
 
 2. NPS understands that dissolved oxygen is an indicator for 
water quality.  Prior to making a determination for a change in 
the minimum flow of  the Chattahoochee River, the Corps should 
also determine what measures will be taken  if the dissolved 
oxygen parameter falls below the water quality criteria. Also, 
what are the anticipated effects of the lower minimum flow on 
other water quality parameters such as temperature, bacteria, 
ammonia, etc.?  GA-EPD is also proposing to monitor dissolved 
oxygen near the Dog River during the period of reduced flows.  
Will “real-time” data, be made accessible to the public and/or 
ACF Stakeholders? 
 
3. GA-EPD also proposes to use an adaptive management approach 
regarding the minimum flow as actual water quality data is 
collected and as other data information becomes clear. It will be 
important to identify the critical factors or indicators that 
will need to be monitored that would trigger a change in the 
minimum flow or other management approaches. It will also be 
important to indicate what data will be collected and how it will 
be managed.  
 
4. What possible impacts will this change of flow have on the 
operation of Morgan Falls Dam and would the operation of Morgan 
Falls have to change in response to reduced flows?  The proposal 
for reduced flows is based on minimum levels at Peachtree Creek, 
but what would be the correlated reduction of flow at the outfall 
of Buford Dam? 
 
 
5.  The past sporadic release of water from Buford Dam has 
resulted in the erosion of river bed and bank that is exposed 
during low flows and inundated during high flows.  With a lower 
flow regime, we would expect to see greater portions of the banks 
of the river exposed, which may result in even greater erosion 
and sediment during high flow events. Some analysis of this issue 
should also be factored into the potential effects from any 
change in flow regime.  
 
Clearly, there would need to be additional analyses and 
discussions prior to any change in minimum flows on the 
Chattahoochee River.  We will continue to be engaged in the 
process and appreciate opportunities to further collaborate.  
Should you have additional questions or comments, you can contact 
Denesia Cheek, NPS Regional Hydrologist at (404) 562-3113 ext. 
510 or at denesia_cheek@nps.gov. 
 
 



Sincerely, 
 
 
Sherri L. Fields     
Chief, Science & Natural Resources Division 
Southeast Region 
      
 
Cc:  Dan Brown, NPS 
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Brandt, Joanne U SAM
Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2008 10:27 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM; Zettle, Brian A SAM
Subject: Buford Dam Proposed Temp Reduction in WQ flow requirement

Importance: High

Attachments: NPS (2nd) Response to GAEPD Proposal (March 5, 2008).doc; Revised NPS Responses to 
GAEPD (Final Feb. 2008 ).doc

NPS (2nd) 
esponse to GAEPD Pr

Revised NPS 
esponses to GAEPD.

Brian:

Here is replacement comment from National Park Service.  I also copied this to the Email 
box.

Joanne

-----Original Message-----
From: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2008 10:21 AM
To: Brandt, Joanne U SAM
Subject: FW: FW: ACF Basin Drought Teleconference, 28 Feb

Joanne....fyi....could you provide to the SAM email list?  I'm sitting in a GIS meeting 
and don't have the address.
Thanks.......gary

Sent by GoodLink (www.good.com)

 -----Original Message-----
From: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov [mailto:Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2008 10:37 AM Eastern Standard Time
To: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Cc: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov
Subject: Re: FW: ACF Basin Drought Teleconference, 28 Feb

Hi Gary-   NPS would like to replace the below comments on the record in
regards to GA EPD Feb. proposal.  The only change to the document is the language in the 
third paragraph but the substance remains the same.  If possible, replace this document 
with the previous document sent on Feb.
28th for the record.

(See attached file: NPS (2nd) Response to GAEPD Proposal (March 5,
2008).doc)

Thanks so much,
Denesia W. Cheek, Regional Hydrologist
NPS

                                                                                          
                      "Mauldin, Gary V SAD"                                               
                      <Gary.V.Mauldin@sad01.usac        To:       "CESAM-PD-EA SAM" 
<CESAM-PD-EA@sam.usace.army.mil>, <Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov>   
                      e.army.mil>                       cc:                               
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                                                        Subject:  FW: ACF Basin Drought 
Teleconference, 28 Feb                                  
                      02/28/2008 10:34 AM EST                                             
                                                                                          

 Thanks for the input.....I'm passing this on to Mobile District for their 
information/use.

Gary

-----Original Message-----
From: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov [mailto:Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 10:31 AM
To: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Subject: RE: ACF Basin Drought Teleconference, 28 Feb

Gary-- National Park Service response to GA-EPD memo attached below for your review.
(See attached file: Revised NPS Responses to GAEPD (Final Feb. 2008 ).doc)

Thanks
Denesia

                      "Mauldin, Gary V SAD"

                      <Gary.V.Mauldin@sad01.usac        To:
<Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov>

                      e.army.mil>                       cc:

                                                        Subject:  RE: ACF Basin Drought 
Teleconference, 28 Feb
                      02/27/2008 04:22 PM EST

thanks for the update

-----Original Message-----
From: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov [mailto:Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, February 27, 2008 4:06 PM
To: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Cc: Denesia_Cheek@nps.gov
Subject: Re: ACF Basin Drought Teleconference, 28 Feb

FYI NPS will post comments late tonight or in the morning,  trying to get the comments 
approved.

Thanks
Denesia, Cheek
NPS Regional Hydrologist

(See attached file: Revised NPS Responses to GAEPD (Final Feb. 2008 ).doc)



 
United States Department of the Interior 

 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Southeast Regional Office 
Atlanta Federal Center 

1924 Building 
100 Alabama St., SW. 

Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

  

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

SER-D 
 

February 28, 2008 
 
 

Memorandum 
District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile 
Post Office Box 2288 
Mobile, Alabama 36628-0001 
 
ATTN: Planning and Environmental Division, Inland Environment 
Team 
 
             
In response to the February 21, 2008 request from Gary Mauldin, 
US Army Corps of Engineers Water Manager, the National Park 
Service (NPS) has reviewed the request submitted to the Corps of 
Engineers by Georgia Environmental Protection Division 
(GA-EPD) to preserve storage in Lake Lanier by temporarily 
reducing the minimum flow of the Chattahoochee River. 
 
The National Park Service manages, via the Chattahoochee River 
National Recreational Area (CRNRA), 48 miles of the Chattahoochee 
River from Buford Dam to Peachtree Creek.  As the federal land 
management agency responsible for managing a significant 
percentage of the Chattahoochee River, the NPS has a vested 
interest in the deliberations of water release and management of 
the Chattahoochee River, particularly as it relates to the flora 
and fauna of the river and recreational opportunities afforded 
the American public. 
 
Based on past studies and analyses, instantaneous flows of 1000 
to 1500 cfs from Buford Dam to Peachtree Creek are advantageous 
for recreational opportunities and resources supported by the 
river as it flows through the CRNRA.  According to a 1985 Corps 
of Engineers study (Nestler, et al.), this range of instantaneous 
flow maximizes aquatic habitat and optimizes important 
recreational opportunities.  Instantaneous flows of 750cfs at 
Peachtree Creek, although not optimal from the NPS perspective, 
provide better support for recreation and resources than would 
lower flows.  Unfortunately, the specific effects on park 



resources and recreational opportunities are not known for levels 
below the established base flow.  Based primarily on this lack of 
information, we offer the following comments: 
     
1. GA-EPD proposes a reduction in the minimum required flow of 
750cfs to 550cfs at Peachtree Creek as a temporary measure to 
preserve storage in Lake Lanier.  Has there been any analysis of 
the impacts on aquatic habitat and recreation within CRNRA with a 
low flow at 550 cfs at Peachtree Creek?  Is the proposal for 
instantaneous flow or daily average flow? These are critical 
factors that would need to be analyzed by the Corps prior to 
implementation of the proposed changes. 
 
2. The NPS understands that dissolved oxygen is an indicator for 
water quality.  Prior to making a determination for a change in 
the minimum flow of the Chattahoochee River, the Corps should 
also determine what measures will be taken if the dissolved 
oxygen parameter falls below the water quality criteria.  Also, 
what are the anticipated effects of the lower minimum flow on 
other water quality parameters such as temperature, bacteria, 
ammonia, etc.?  GA-EPD is also proposing to monitor dissolved 
oxygen near the Dog River during the period of reduced flows.   
Will real-time data be made accessible to the public and/or ACF 
Stakeholders? 
 
3. GA-EPD also proposes to use an adaptive management approach 
regarding the minimum flow as actual water quality data is 
collected and as other data information becomes clear.  It will 
be important to identify the critical factors or indicators that 
will need to be monitored that would trigger a change in the 
minimum flow or other management approaches.  It will also be 
important to indicate what data will be collected and how it will 
be managed. 
 
4. What possible impacts will this change of flow have on the 
operation of Morgan Falls Dam and would the operation of Morgan 
Falls have to change in response to reduced flows?  The proposal 
for reduced flows is based on minimum levels at Peachtree Creek, 
but what would be the correlated reduction of flow at the outfall 
of Buford Dam? 
 
5. The past sporadic release of water from Buford Dam has 
resulted in the erosion of river bed and bank that is exposed 
during low flows and inundated during high flows.  With a lower 
flow regime, we would expect to see greater portions of the banks 
of the river exposed, which may result in even greater erosion 
and sediment during high flow events. Some analysis of this issue 
should also be factored into the potential effects from any 
change in flow regime. 
 
Clearly, there would need to be additional analyses and 
discussions prior to any change in minimum flows on the 
Chattahoochee River.  We will continue to be engaged in the 
process and appreciate opportunities to further collaborate.  
Should you have additional questions or comments, you can contact 
Denesia Cheek, NPS Regional Hydrologist at (404) 562-3113 ext. 
510 or at denesia_cheek@nps.gov. 
 



 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Sherri L. Fields     
Chief, Science & Natural Resources Division 
Southeast Region 
      
 
Cc:  Dan Brown, NPS 
 
 
 
    
 



1

Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Hathorn, James E Jr SAM
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 9:35 AM
To: 'Cox, Fred L.'
Cc: Otto, Douglas C Jr SAM; Hrabovsky, Cheryl L SAM; Houston, Amber M SAM; Ross, Wade A 

SAM; Zettle, Brian A SAM
Subject: FW: Morgan Falls FERC License Minimum Flow Provisions

Attachments: ARC-GPC Statement of Policy.pdf; Morgan Falls Article 27 - Minimum Flow.pdf

ARC-GPC 
atement of Policy.pd

Morgan Falls Article 
27 - Mini...

Hey Fred,

Hope you are doing well.  My best guess is Brian Zettle, he is working on the Biological 
Assessment for the GA EPD's request to reduce the minimum flow to 550 cfs.  I will forward
your response to him.  Your response is very timely.  We were searching for clarification 
on GPC obligation to meet ARC's request.

Thanks for all your continued support. 

James Hathorn
US Army Corps of Engineers, Mobile District
(251) 690-2735

-----Original Message-----
From: Cox, Fred L. [mailto:flcox@southernco.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 9:29 AM
To: Hathorn, James E Jr SAM
Cc: Hrabovsky, Cheryl L SAM; Otto, Douglas C Jr SAM
Subject: Morgan Falls FERC License Minimum Flow Provisions

James,

I had a phone message from Brian ????? (didn't catch his last name) in the Water 
Management section asking for our FERC license minimum flow provisions at Morgan Falls.  I
called the number he left and left a message that if he sent me an email (so I could 
capture his email
address) that I would email the info to him.  I never heard back, so I thought I would 
send the info to you.

 <<Morgan Falls Article 27 - Minimum Flow.pdf>>  <<ARC-GPC Statement of Policy.pdf>> 

I am attaching Article 27 of our license, which is the minimum flow article.  Basically 
this article says we will operate in accordance with out "Statement of Policy" between GPC
and the ARC.

The statement of Policy says we will make minimum flow releases requested by the ARC 
(subject to all the provisions of the Statement).
In the Statement of Policy you will see that the minimum releases requested by the ARC are
designed to meet a flow target (at P'tree Creek), not to exceed 750 cfs.

Fred L Cox, Jr.
Hydro Services
Southern Company Generation
TEL: 404.506.7275
CELL: 404.277.7668
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Woodard, Antoinette M. [AMWOODAR@southernco.com] on behalf of Caston, Moanica 
[MCASTON@southernco.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 28, 2008 12:46 PM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Cc: Caston, Moanica; Bowers, Willard L.; Godfrey, Mike (Environmental); Byram, Jim (Balch); 

Moore, C. Grady (Balch)
Subject: GEPD's Request to Reduce Releases from Buford Dam

Attachments: Scan001.PDF

Scan001.PDF (74 
KB)

Please read the attached letter and let me know if you have any questions.
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Jeff Durniak [Jeff.Durniak@dnr.state.ga.us]
Sent: Friday, February 29, 2008 11:12 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Cc: Bill Couch; Matt Thomas; Ramon Martin; Tim Cash; Houston, Amber M SAM
Subject: Buford Dam Releases - Trout Hatchery/Fishery Impacts

Planning and Environmental Division, Inland Environment Team District Engineer, U.S. Army 
Engineer District Mobile Post Office Box 2288, Mobile, Alabama  36628-0001 

Team Members,

I apologize for this late reply due my sickness yesterday.  During the February 28 ACF 
teleconference, stakeholders were asked to provide written comments concerning impacts of 
proposed reduced flows at Peachtree Creek.  

Over the previous two weeks, Georgia WRD staff has worked with GA EPD and evaluated the 
possible impacts on our state trout hatchery and trout tailwater fishery due to the 
proposal.  With the current proposal, we do not expect noticeable impacts on Buford Trout 
Hatchery or the downstream trout fishery.  Buford Trout Hatchery's intake has proven to be
operable when minimum instantaneous flows from Buford Dam are 538 cfs or greater.  Buford 
Dam discharges below this figure would need to be tested before we can be assured of no 
impacts to our intake and trout hatchery production.   

If you have questions regarding this response, please feel free contact me (770.535.5498) 
to discuss Buford Trout Hatchery issues or East-central Georgia regional fisheries 
supervisor Ramon Martin (770.918.6418) to discuss downstream trout fishery issues.  We 
thank you for this opportunity to provide comments regarding Buford Dam tailwater 
fisheries resources.

Jeff Durniak
Regional Fisheries Supervisor
Georgia Wildlife Resources Division
2150 Dawsonville Highway
Gainesville, GA 30501

Phone: 770.535.5498
Fax:      770.535.5953
email: Jeff_Durniak@dnr.state.ga.us
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Tom Bartels [bart@amea.com]
Sent: Friday, February 29, 2008 10:58 AM
To: CESAM-PD-EA SAM
Cc: Mauldin, Gary V SAD
Subject: Comments on GA EPD request

Attachments: SeFPC GA EPD Letter - 02-29-08.doc

SeFPC GA EPD 
Letter - 02-29-08...

Please find the comments of the SeFPC.
Please contact me if there are any questions.
 
Tom
Tom Bartels
Dir. of Marketing & Special Projects
Alabama Municipal Electric Authority
1-800/239-2632, ext. 111 (AL only)
(334) 387-3502
 



 
 
 
February 29, 2008 
 
 
VIA E-MAIL 
 
District Engineer 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Mobile District 
P.O. Box 2288 
Mobile, AL  36628-0001 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
I am writing to provide comments on behalf of the Southeastern Federal 
Power Customers (“SeFPC”) regarding the request to you by the 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division (“EPD”) to lower temporarily 
releases from Buford Dam to achieve a minimum flow target at 
Peachtree Creek of 550 cfs rather than 750 cfs as has been practiced in 
recent years. 
 
The SeFPC is a not for profit corporation representing 238 rural electric 
cooperatives and municipally owned electric systems in Alabama, 
Georgia, Mississippi, Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Virginia who are customers of the Southeastern Power 
Administration (“SEPA”).  Certain members of the SeFPC purchase 
capacity and energy from the GA-AL-SC System of Projects, of which 
the Buford Dam is a part. 
 
As you know, flood control, navigation and hydropower are the three 
congressionally authorized purposes of Buford Dam, a fact recognized 
as recently as this month by the United States Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit. The value of the hydropower purpose of 
Buford Dam is maximized by releasing water from storage during peak 
periods.  A reduction of releases during peak hours will require SEPA to 
purchase replacement power to meet the contractual minimum obligation 
to their customers.  Of course, during this exceptional drought, the Corps 
has already restricted releases to ensure that storage is not depleted 
before the end of the drought.  Although further reduction in releases will 
require the purchase of additional replacement power this spring, the 
cost of replacement power during the summer would be much greater. 
 

Southeastern Federal Power Customers, Inc. 
 
Alabama Municipal Electric Authority 
Montgomery, AL 36103-5220 
   
Big Rivers Electric Corporation 
Henderson, KY 42419-0024 
 
Blue Ridge Power Agency 
Danville, VA  24541-3300 
 
Central Electric  
Power Cooperative, Inc. 
Columbia, SC  29202-1455 
 
Central Virginia  
Electric Cooperative 
Lovingston, VA  22949 
 
East Kentucky Power Cooperative 
Winchester, KY  40392-0707 
 
East Mississippi Electric 
Power Association 
Meridian, MS  39302-5517 
 
Electricities of North Carolina, Inc. 
Raleigh, NC  27626-0513 
 
Jim Woodruff Customers 
Madison, FL  32340-0208 
 
Municipal Electric Authority  
of Georgia 
Atlanta, GA  30328-4640 
 
Municipal Energy Agency  
of Mississippi 
Jackson, MS  39201-2898 
 
North Carolina Electric  
Membership Corporation 
Raleigh, NC  27611-7306 
 
Oglethorpe Power Corporation 
Tucker, GA  30085-1349 
 
Orangeburg Department of  
Public Utilities 
Orangeburg, SC  29116-1057 
 
Piedmont Municipal Power Agency 
Greer, SC  29651-1236 
 
PowerSouth Energy Cooperative 
Andalusia, AL 36420-0550 
 
Saluda River Electric  
Cooperative, Inc. 
Laurens, SC  29360-0929 
 
Santee Cooper 
Moncks Corner, SC  29461-2901 
 
South Mississippi Electric  
Power Association 
Hattiesburg, MS  39404-5849 
 
Virginia Cooperative Preference 
Power Customers 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801-1043 
 
Virginia Municipal Electric  
Association #1 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801-3699 

Representing the Interests of Cooperative and Municipal Systems Serving Over 6 Million Customers 



We are not aware of any binding or legal requirement on the Corps to 
operate Buford Dam so as to achieve a minimum flow at Peachtree 
Creek of 750 cfs. 
 
At present, it appears highly unlikely that Lake Lanier will refill prior to 
the beginning of summer operations. Therefore, we support the 
temporary reduction through April 30, 2008, requested by Georgia EPD, 
in order to conserve storage for hydropower production during the 
summer months. 
 
We appreciate your efforts to manage the federal reservoirs for the 
authorized purposes during this exceptional drought and the opportunity 
to comment on proposed deviations from normal operation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Bartels 
 
Tom Bartels 
President 
 
cc: Administrator, SEPA 
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Zettle, Brian A SAM

From: Gail_Carmody@fws.gov
Sent: Friday, March 07, 2008 2:03 PM
To: Brandt, Joanne U SAM; Jerry_Ziewitz@fws.gov
Cc: Zettle, Brian A SAM; Eubanks, Michael J SAM; Sandy Tucker
Subject: Re: Flow Reduction at Peachtree Creek

With these clarifications, we concur. 

----- Original Message -----
From: "Brandt, Joanne U SAM" [Joanne.U.Brandt@usace.army.mil]
Sent: 03/07/2008 11:36 AM CST
To: Jerry Ziewitz; Gail Carmody
Cc: "Zettle, Brian A SAM" <Brian.A.Zettle@usace.army.mil>; "Eubanks, Michael J SAM" 
<Michael.J.Eubanks@usace.army.mil>
Subject: FW: Flow Reduction at Peachtree Creek

Jerry/Gail:

This is a follow-up to our teleconference yesterday and provides the following 
clarifications.  Our analysis of the modeling results showed only minimal impact, if any, 
on flows at Chattahoochee gage on the Apalachicola River.  Therefore, our determination is
that the proposed temporary deviation from our water control plan to meet a reduced water 
quality flow requirement at Peachtree Creek through 30 April 2008 ia not likely to 
adversely affect the Federally listed species or adversely modify or destroy designated 
critical habitat in the Apalachicola River system.  Our modeling showed a return to the 
750 cfs minimum water quality fow requirement at Peachtree Creek on 1 May, and the effects
of continuing to operate under the EDO provisions for the remainder of the year.  This was
done for the purpose of demonstrating the impacts of the requested temporary waiver on 
hydrological condi <<Hathorn_Modeling_PTree_reduction_results (2).ppt>> tions in the basin
during the ensuing months.  We do recognize that the biological opinion for the current 
EDO provisions expires on 1 June 2008, and we are continuing to consult with your agency 
on possible revisions to the EDO and additional assessments of the impacts of the current 
EDO in order provide for an extension of the biological opinion beyond 1 June.  This 
additional consultation will include additional modeling of the EDO as agreed to by our 
agencies.

Therefore, your concurrence with our determination of "not likely to adversely affect" the
listed species and critical habitat is requested pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act.

Please contact Brian Zettle or me if you have any questions or require any additional 
information.

Thanks,

Joanne

-----Original Message-----
From: Zettle, Brian A SAM
Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2008 6:03 PM
To: Jerry_Ziewitz@fws.gov; Gail_Carmody@fws.gov
Cc: Brandt, Joanne U SAM; Eubanks, Michael J SAM
Subject: Flow Reduction at Peachtree Creek

Jerry/Gail,

As you know, Georgia EPA has requested that we reduce the water quality standard we 
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operate for on the Chattahoochee River (at Peachtree Creek) from 750 cfs to 550 cfs 
between now and 30 April 2008.  James Hathorn has modeled this request (see attached).  
Based on review of these modeling results and the model data provided by Georgia EPA, we 
have determined that reducing the river flows at Peachtree Creek from 750 cfs to a value 
as low as 550 cfs will have no effect on threatened and endangered species in the 
Apalachicola River System nor impact our ability to operate according to the provisions of
the Exceptional Drought Operations (EDO).  We ask that you review the attached 
presentation and provide concurrence with this determination pursuant to Section 7 of the 
Endangered Species Act.  If you have any questions please contact me at your earliest 
convenience.  Thanks.

Brian

 

Brian Zettle
Biologist
US Army Corps of Engineers
(251) 690-2115






